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 Meet Emily Petrizzi, a 
part-time criminal justice tutor, a 
writing tutor, and a full-time 
philanthropist! Emilyôs story is 
one of simplicity, focus, com-
passion, and drive. In early De-
cember, Emily approached me 
about getting the Academic Sup-
port Center involved in some 
sort of seasonal giving cam-
paign. She didnôt know exactly 
what she wanted to do, but she 

knew she wanted to do something. Many of us have good ideas, but 
acting on them doesnôt always happen. Emily made it happen! After 
noticing the I-95 billboard about the Bridgeport Rescue Mission, an 
idea was born.  Emily called the mission and they said the ASC could 
take part in a coat drive that was underway. Emily made the flyer and 
the drop-off box, and the ASC Coat-Drive to benefit the Bridgeport 
Rescue Mission was underway. The box filled over the next two weeks, 
and Emily brought the coats, mittens, scarves, socks and gloves to the 
drop station. The Rescue Mission was grateful for our donations, and 
hopefully the items donated made a difference for the giver and the 
receiver.   

 Ms. Petrizzi focused on the goal of wanting to do something to 
give back to the community. Her compassionate nature is a good bal-
ance for a criminal justice major! The plan, overall, was fairly easy to 
execute. It took a couple of phone calls and a flyer for others to bene-
fit. Thank you Emily!   

 So many HCC students share the same drive as Emily. It is the 
heart to take care of your community. Let us know if there is any way 
that the ASC can help you with your effort to give back. 

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
By Marianne Tecun 

Housatonic Community College 
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Wayfinding  
By Aliss Obeid, Tutoring Coordinator 
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Engineering 
UCONN 

Hafsa Zahhal Blaise Sebabi Tajan Marshall                       Trang Ho Shante Randall 

Meet the ASC Spring 2018 New Tutors and Staff 
By Aliss Obeid, Tutoring Coordinator 

 ometimes, some of those who wander are lost! With the ongoing construction over recent months, 
wayfinding around campus can be a little challenging for many. Various departments have been moving and 
changing locations, which can lead to confusion, and even frustration for those 
trying to locate a specific department or individual. Many times people would 
ask me for directions on how to get to a location on campus. Of course, I always 
try to help, but on a few occasions it was difficult to tell someone where to find 
an office if I hadnôt been there myself. I couldnôt give directions to an unknown 
destination!  

That made me more aware of the simple truth that I canôt find the right 
path unless I know where I am heading and know where I am at a given mo-
ment. This conclusion is not exclusive to finding a physical location; actually 
itôs related to finding our path in life as well. Most of us strive to accomplish 
and achieve, but without a clear vision of our destination, where and what we 
want to get in life, most of us canôt possibly do it. Similarly, students may not 
be able to achieve and succeed unless they set up goals. However, with the help 
and support provided to HCC students, defining and achieving goals can be eas-
ier and more attainable. Career Services, counselors, advisors, and faculty are 
all here ready to guide and support studentsô efforts to succeed.  

Setting up goals helps students determine the direction they should follow. So utilize these free campus 
resources when you need guidance and support to address your goals. Wayfinding can be successfully navigated 
when we know where we are and where we want to go. 
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WRITING CENTER CORNER 

The Importance of Assignment Instructions 
By Karyn Smith, Writing Center Coordinator 

W hen it comes to writing, the word ñdirectionò makes writing tutors 
and writing teachers think of one thing almost 
immediately: assignment instructions. Assign-
ment instructions are a professorôs goals for stu-
dents to achieve, a tutorôs guidelines for helping 
students make progress, and a studentôs roadmap 
to success.  

Professors will give out assignment in-
structions in a number of ways: some will hand 
out detailed packets that take students step-by-
step through the process of the writing assign-
ment; others might give out shorter prompts with 
more detailed grading rubrics; and still other pro-
fessors prefer to write instructions on the board or 
refer students to prompts in the textbook. Being 
present in class to get instructions, taking careful 
notes when your professor refers to the assign-
ment, and following up with questions about the 
assignment when you are confused are three ways 
that students can ensure success in writing clas-
ses.  

When you visit the Writing Center for 
help with an assignment, itôs your job to give di-
rection to the appointment by providing the as-
signment instructions to your tutor and giving 
them any additional information you may have 
(such as notes or grading rubrics). Always make 
sure you bring a copy of the instructions to your 
appointment, or know how to access them online 
via Blackboard, email, or a course website.  

Sometimes, the instructions will tell a 
tutor everything they need to know. Often, 
though, we need more information. Thatôs when 
students can help direct tutors by providing the 
notes, grading rubrics, email, textbook, or other 
materials that clarify the assignment instructions. 

Writing assignments, and the instructions 
for how to complete them, can sometimes feel 
overwhelming. But developing good habits--note-
taking, asking questions, keeping your hand-outs 
from your professors organized-- will help you 
become a stronger, self-directed learner who is 
successful in college writing and beyond. 
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CAP CORNER 

D irection is a tricky thing. The UCONN campus in Storrs is in 

the northeastern part of Connecticut, pretty far up 

there but still a good 15 or 20 minutes from the 

border to Massachusetts. During my time as a stu-

dent there, a friend told me 

about a time he was driving 

back up to campus after visit-

ing home. It was during the 

afternoon, during good weath-

er, and he wasnôt feeling tired 

or anything. But he drove into 

Massachusetts before he real-

ized he had gone past his exit. 

His mistake was easily cor-

rected, and once he had turned 

around his journey only cost 

an extra 40 minutes and some 

gasoline. 

Highways and roads 

take us where we want to go, and we canôt get 

there without them, but we also need our own 

sense of direction. We need to know where we 

want to go and why we want to go there. 

This is no easy task. In fact, having a 

personal sense of direction about where 

we want our lives to go is tantamount to 

inquiry into the very meaning of life.  

The question to ask might be, ñWhat do 

I want to be when I grow up?ò or it 

might instead be, ñHow do I want to live 

when I grow up?ò If you like to have 

your evenings and weekends free, going 

into a medical field like nursing might 

not be the best fit. If youôre not a morn-

ing person, then a trade that works 7-3 

isnôt going to suit you. But you canôt 

know if you donôt ask yourself questions. Self-

interrogation is the way to find your direction.  

But back to the roads. We can be rigorous 

in our self-interrogation, determined in our goal-

setting, voracious in our studies, and vigilant in 

our pursuit of success. But all the direction in the 

world wonôt be enough if the 

roads arenôt there. And if the 

roads have tolls, or if the roads 

are only open to certain groups 

of people, well, then not all of 

us will be able to get where 

weôre going. Direction is a nec-

essary component of getting 

somewhere, but it is only part 

of the journey. When we close 

the roads behind us as we drive 

them, people are left behind, 

and their sense of direction can 

be chipped away if they have 

to hike through the dirt while 

looking up at people cruising along the highway. 

In life there are many who have direction, but not 

as many who have access to all the roads.  

On the Road 

By Andrew Pelletier, CAP Coordinator 

ƘǧǇΥκκƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴΦŀƭƭǿƻƳŜƴǎǘŀƭƪΦŎƻƳκǉǳƻǘŜǎ 



Page 5 

 

TESTING CORNER 

 T he topic for 
the newsletter this semester is 
a very meaningful one to me.  On 
March 1, my life will begin a new 
direction as I retire from my  12 
years working at HCC as Testing 

Coordinator.  You will continue to see me 
around, however, as I will be returning as a part-
time Ed Assistant to help in the transition of the 
new Coordinator.   

 Looking back, I am proud of the direc-
tion and growth I was able to achieve while 
overseeing testing.  When I first started working 
at the college, I tested in a small room in 
B116 with 9 computers. The new state-of-the-
art Testing Center is beautiful and now can ac-

commodate up to 39 students.  There is so much 
possibility and potential for fu-
ture growth!  In April a new Coordinator will be 
hired and that person will have a chance to im-
plement their vision and direction.   I am excited 
that I will continue to be around for a little bit 
longer to see which direction the future will 
hold. 

 I have loved every minute of my time 
working at HCC, and I am thankful for the op-
portunity to be able to continue working with 
my wonderful colleagues and coworkers for a 
little while longer. Being semi-retired will allow 
me to slowly detach while at the same time, find 
some new directions for this stage of my 
life.  From the bottom of my heart, I want to 
thank all of you for your friendship and support 
over the years.   

Directions 
By Pat Costeines, Testing Coordinator 


