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Summer is so close!  In another four weeks, classes will be over.  

This is the time to begin to construct your September essay, How I 

Spent My Summer Vacation.  What are you planning to do this 

summer?  Work? Travel? Take a class?  Whatever you decide to 

do, setting your intention is a key to making any goal happen, 

whether it is a short term goal or a life goal.  

òIntention is the starting point of every dream,ó writes Deepak 

Chopra, M.D.   Our very own President Broadie had a powerful ex-

perience with setting an intention. When President Broadie was 

interviewing for his current position at HCC, I heard him say that at 

one point in his life, he had decided that he wanted to be the pres-

ident of a college.  He set his intention.  He spoke that goal out 

loud, and then took steps to make it happen. And he made it hap-

pen!  Each of us has that same ability to reach our desired goals.  

This is not to say that it is easy.  But, when the mind is focused on 

an outcome, the universe has a way of cooperating and assisting.   

I challenge you to put this strategy to the test! Whether you are 

trying to choose a vacation destination, a summer class or a ca-

reer, once you decide, set a goal. Intend on doing it and create a 

plan to make your dream come true!        

Letter from the Director  
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Science is a fascinating and sometimes intimidating 

subject, and as a student myself I know this all too 

well.  But like any other subject, with a helping hand 

and the right support, it can be successfully learned. 

The ASC is part of that support, and Iôm proud to say 

that I am too. I have been tutoring at the ASC since 

the 2015 fall semester, and in this short time I have 

met and tutored a variety of students. All these stu-

dents had one thing in common, instead of struggling 

alone they decided to seek support. When it comes to 

a subject like Science, an hour of 1/1 tutoring session 

going over something that the student doesnôt quite 

understand can make all the difference; thatôs why I enjoy tutoring. There is 

nothing better than to see a student leave the ASC feeling more confident 

and ready to succeed.  

 Success in Science is Only Few Steps Away  
  By Robin Smith, Science Major and Science Tutor 

Robin Smith 
Science Tutor 

The countdown to  final 

exams has started, and the Spring  

semester is approaching its end! This 

edition of the ASC newsletter focuses 

on some amazing students and tutors. 

They share their personal experience 

at HCC, their summer plans and future 

goals.  

In regards to finals, the tutoring center 

has designed math review sessions 

during the week of May 2 ð 6. The  

                                                            

sessions focus on Math 095, Math 37, 

 Math 167, and Math 172. A math tu-

tor will lead each of the two hour ses-

sions, working with students practicing 

math problems. Below is the schedule 

for the review sessions. 

Finally, a special thanks to Professor 

Beverly Salzman, Arian Pagan, Bet-

zabeth Castro, and Emily Petrizzi, who 

helped as photographers, interviewers 

and editors for this edition.  
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Review Sessions Date Time 

MAT 95 Monday          5/2 11:00ð1:00 PM 

MAT 95 Wednesday    5/4 2:00ð4:00 PM 

MAT 95 Friday             5/6 11:00ð1:00 PM 

MAT 137 Monday          5/2 4:00ï6:00 PM 

MAT 137 Tuesday          5/3 1:00ï3:00 PM 

MAT 137 Thursday        5/5 11:00ï1:00 PM 

MAT 167 Wednesday    5/4 2:30ð4:30 PM 

MAT 167 Thursday        5/5 2:30ð4:30 PM 

MAT 172 Monday          5/2 10:00ï12:00 PM 

MAT 172 Wednesday    5/4 10:00ï12:00 PM 
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L ocated in Lafayette Hall A209 and A227, the Center 

for Academic Progress (CAP) is the tutoring center for all 

students in English and math intensive courses. CAP stu-

dents come for tutoring regularly and work with skilled, 

professional tutors like Lamar Lloyd. Lamar has been 

tutoring at HCC for 6 years, first in the ASC and now in 

the CAP. He likes the fact that he helps each and every 

student get the optimal experience that they can get out 

of their math course. He feels it is important to connect 

to real-world applications for mathematics. His approach 

to tutoring is òbasically, getting to know the students by 

asking them their names and their majorsó and asking 

them how he can best help them with their math work. 

He also likes to show the students how to be prepared 

for the test so they can do the work on their own.  

Patti-Ann Santanello is a student in her 3rd semester at 

HCC, coming from SUNY Canton and studying to earn a 

degree in nursing. She comes to the CAP for math tutor-

ing for her Math 095i course because it is ònot [her] 

strongest subject.ó She finds that òCAP is very helpful, 

especially with the one-on-one.ó  She continued, saying, 

òmath is my struggle. Iõve gone to other schools where 

the tutoring was not structured and not good like it is 

here.ó She describes herself as a visual, hands-on learn-

er and likes the way her tutor can òbreak it down a differ-

ent wayó than a professor in a classroom full of students. 

As for how students can approach questions they have in 

class, Lamar advises students to always write down their 

questions. This way, if they donõt get to ask the question 

in class, they can then ask the tutor in a one-on-one tu-

toring session.  

CAP Corner  
By Andrew Pelletier, CAP Coordinator 

Lamar Lloyd, Math Tutor  Patti -Ann Santanello, Student 

Pi Day  
By Aliss Obeid, Tutoring Coordinator 

W ho said math is 

not fun? Math 

can be fun, and there 

are few occasions where 

we can celebrate in a 

mathematical fashion! 

March 14 is Pi Day, it is 

an annual celebration of 

the mathematical con-

stant pi (ǭ) which ap-

proximates 3.14. Albert 

Einsteinõs birthday is 

also on 3/14, which 

makes it a special day to 

have some math fun 

and PIES!  

The ASC honored this 

special mathematical 

day on 3/14 by organiz-

ing math activities to        

 

deepen the students 

and staff understanding 

of this infinite number.  

Both the tutoring center 

and the CAP, invited stu-

dents, faculty, and staff 

to stop by, solve a math 

problem and enjoy a 

piece of pie.  

 

Another mathematical 

occasion to celebrate is 

Square Root Day; it is 

celebrated on days when 

both the day and the 

month are the square 

root of the last two digits 

of the year. This past 

April 4th, 2016 (4/4/16) 

is a square root day. 

Square Root Day is rarer 

than Pi Day; it occurs 

only 9 times each  

century. 

 

 

Look at the future 

Square Root Days. No-

tice that each of the up-

coming dates occur in a 

different month and on a 

different day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 wsj.com, wikipedia.org/wiki, 
piday.org 

21st century 
Square Root Day 

Dates  

1/1/01 

2/2/04 

3/3/09 

4/4/16 

5/5/25 

6/6/36 

7/7/49 

8/8/64 

9/9/81 
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My name is   

Betzabeth   

Castro, I am a  

theatre major 

here at HCC. I 

have been a 

writing  

tutor at the Writ-

ing Across the  

Curriculum Center (WACC) for two years 

and have enjoyed every second of it. 

Tutoring at the WACC has not only given 

me the unending joy of helping others, 

but has allowed me to grow as a writer. 

Other than tutoring, I enjoy participating 

in musicals, plays, and concerts pro-

duced by nearby community theaters 

and fellow students at Housatonic. I 

plan to continue my studies as a thea-

tre major at a four year university after 

 graduating this May. I am unsure 

 at the moment which school I will be 

attending but I am certain it will be ei-

ther Boston University or Marymount 

Manhattan College.  

Leaving Housatonic will be very difficult 

for me because I have learned so much 

about my craft and myself. I admit that 

I did not want to attend HCC initially but 

I donõt regret my choice at all. HCC has 

revealed to me where my passions lie 

and has provided wonderful professors 

that have trained me to activate my 

passions.  

In between my final moments at HCC 

and beginning a new chapter at a four 

year university, I plan to spend my sum-

mer time finding a job, saving money, 

preparing myself for school in the fall 

and, of course, participating in as many 

shows as humanly possible.  

My name is Blake  

Bennett. Iõm a full time 

engineering student and 

a math tutor at HCC. I 

have thoroughly enjoyed 

my time at HCC, both as a 

tutor and as a student, 

and highly recommend 

the Engineering Science 

program for anyone inter-

ested. Take the leap!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To those who frequently 

come to the ASC, it has 

been a great pleasure 

working with all of you 

over the past two semes-

ters. Although I will miss 

your smiling faces, the 

time has come for me to 

leave the nest, and fly 

north like a majestic bird 

in the spring (dramatic 

touch). Iõm pleased to 

report that Iõve been ac-

cepted into Central Con-

necticut State Universi-

tyõs School of Mechanical 

Engineering and Iõm wait-

ing to hear from UCONN. 

Also, Iõll be taking some 

summer classes at HCC 

to complete my Associ-

ates, so maybe Iõll see 

some of you around. 

Keep up the good work!  

My name is Emily Petrizzi, I am 

a Criminal Justice major at 

HCC. I have tutored criminal 

justice for two semesters at 

the tutoring center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tutoring was a great oppor-

tuni t y to expand my 

knowledge of Criminal Justice 

and to help other students, 

which is very rewarding.  

Currently, besides HCC, I am  

enrolled at Charter Oak State  

College. After I graduate this  

May with an  Associateõs de-

gree in Criminal Justice from  

HCC, I will become a full time 

student at COSC. I intend to 

continue majoring in Criminal 

Justice and obtain a Bache-

lorõs degree. I also plan to go 

to grad school to pursue a 

Masterõs degree! 

My experience at HCC exceed-

ed all my expectations, and 

prepared me for my future. 

The experience is what you 

make out of it! "Getting in-

volved" led me to great oppor-

tunities such as: tutoring, 

clubs, friendships, profession-

al relationships, and fun times 

along the way! HCC has many 

resources...use them to pre-

pare for your future and goals!  

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations  to the  

graduating ASC student  

 tutors  

 

Betzabeth Castro  

Emily Petrizzi  

Melissa Percy  

Stephanie Lemieux  

Sara Rahim  

Victoria Tomas  

Harrison Mangines  
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Student Profiles  

Meet three General Studies students who reflect on their tutoring experience and how it supports their academic 

success.  

 

Vanessa Reid says that  

balancing a part time 

job, school and study-

ing is challenging.  

She adds, òI come to 

the tutoring center 

mainly for help in Ac-

counting, CSA, and writ-

ing. I find tutoring very 

helpful to understand 

the needed concepts in 

t h e s e  a r e a s                                          

and to become a better 

writer.  

Vanessa believes that, 

 

 

òIt doesnõt matter what 

type of a student you 

are, HCC finds a way to 

reach out to everyone.ó 

Yessica Urena-Almonte is 

an international student 

from Dominican Republic. 

Yessica states, òEnglish is 

not my native language. 

Language is a challenge 

and barrier along with 

managing a job schedule. 

Because HCC is smaller 

than other colleges or uni-

versities I feel more com-

fortable and encouraged 

here. It is easier to go 

around and to find clas-

ses. Teachers here care 

about students. 

Tutoring is very helpful 

especially because I am 

an ESL student. Through 

one on one tutoring I get 

direct instruction that 

helps me understand the 

material better.ó 

                                       

Alex Jimenez tells how 

challenging it is to juggle 

between a job and 

school: òI work many 

hours to cover living 

 expenses and school.ó 

Alex continues, òI come to 

the tutoring center for 

help with writing. Some-

times my ideas are dis-

combobulated and  

tutoring helps me organ-

ize them in a more cohe-

sive manner.  ôShout out 
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